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From “Linear Heritage” to ‘“Cultural Living Entity’’: A Study on the Systemic Protection of
Cultural Heritage in the Yangtze River Basin

Liu Cheng'?, Zhang Yinglan'
(1. School of Art and Archaeology, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310013, China;2. Shaoxing Institute, Zhejiang University, Shaoxing 312000, China)

Abstract: The Yangtze River, as the “golden waterway” traversing eastern and western China, is not merely a linear heritage
in physical geography but also a core “cultural living entity” integral to the formation and evolution of the pluralistic yet integrated
Chinese nation. Currently, the protection of cultural heritage in the Yangtze River Basin is at a critical juncture of transitioning from a
fragmented, element-focused approach to a systemic and holistic one. However, existing literature primarily concentrates on the value
exploration of individual heritage sites or cultural-tourism integration, lacking in-depth exploration of the underlying mechanisms at
the basin scale, especially research on the protection and inheritance efforts of the dynamic interrelationships among culture, ecology,
and society.

Based on the guiding principle of the “Two Combinations” , this paper establishes spatial and knowledge production as dual
theoretical foundations. It focuses on the current status and challenges of systemic cultural heritage protection in the Yangtze River
Basin, constructing a three-dimensional analytical framework of “space—knowledge-living entity” . The paper delves into the mech-
anisms of interaction: how spatial practices provide the material basis for cultural heritage, and how knowledge production imbues it
with core meaning. It reveals the inherent logic of their synergy in driving the paradigm shift of the cultural heritage in the Yangtze
River Basin from “linear heritage” to “cultural living entity” . Furthermore, it dialectically proposes optimization strategies for
protection pathways: reshaping social relations through spatial coordination and consolidating value identification through knowledge
synergy, thereby fully activating the endogenous vitality of the Yangtze River culture.

This paper contributes to existing research in the following three aspects. First, it deepens the connotation of the “cultural liv-
ing entity” , viewing it as a dynamic field interwoven with physical space, historical knowledge, and contemporary spirit. Second, it
clarifies the “space-knowledge” interaction mechanism of cultural heritage, identifying their synergy as the core driving force for its
transformation into a “living entity” in the Yangtze River Basin. Third, it constructs a progressive strategy of “symbol-imagery—
scholarship—branding” , offering governance solutions to overcome the “segmented governance” challenge in the Yangtze River
Basin and achieve a paradigm shift towards systemic protection.

This paper breaks through the long-standing fragmentation problem in the Yangtze River Basin. It not only provides theoretical
support for constructing a systemic protection pathway that integrates ecological resilience, cultural continuity, and social inclusive-
ness but also contributes Chinese wisdom and approaches to the holistic governance of global major river civilization heritage.

Keywords: cultural heritage of the Yangtze River Basin; cultural living entity; systemic protection; spatial production; knowl-

edge production




